
This little piggy had 
diarrhoea. 

This little piggy had 
low weight gain.

This little piggy reached  
market weight 7 days early.1

Seeing symptoms of PWD? 
E. coli F4/F18 is the likely culprit.

Protect your little piggies  
by vaccinating with  

Coliprotec™.

THE SMART CHOICE THAT GETS  
YOUR PIGS TO MARKET FASTER 1



THE SMART CHOICE THAT GETS  
YOUR PIGS TO MARKET FASTER
THE SMART CHOICE THAT GETS  
YOUR PIGS TO MARKET FASTER

Post-weaning diarrhoea (PWD)

PWD in UK swine production

Finding an effective way to prevent PWD

The key benefits of Coliprotec™ vaccination

Elanco offers free E. coli diagnostic testing

References

CONTENTS Post-weaning diarrhoea (PWD)

When litters of pigs are mixed, in the nursery,  
at weaning, it is common for them to develop  
scours as a result of social stress, the change  
in diet and infections.
Typically, PWD occurs within 3 weeks of weaning with 
affected pigs likely to have higher mortality, reduced 
growth rates, and they can take longer to finish.

As a result of these negative impacts, and the related 
increase in feed costs of 7-9%,1 PWD is estimated to  
cost up to £5 per piglet.2

The main cause of PWD are two specific types of 
disease-causing E. coli known as F4/F18 enterotoxigenic 
Escherichia coli (ETEC).3,4 These bacteria are highly 
damaging to the intestines of young pigs which affects 
their ability to absorb essential nutrients required for  
their health and growth potential.

Impact of Escherichia coli (ETEC) infections:

STAR	 Most common cause of post-weaning mortality5,6,7

STAR	 Decreases weight gain8

STAR	 Costs up to £5.00 per piglet2

STAR	 Delays time to market by 10 days1

STAR	 Increases feed costs by 7-9%1

per piglet 2
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PWD in UK 
swine production

Historically, pig farmers have used a combination of 
methods to prevent and reduce the impact of PWD on 
the health and performance of their pigs.

Farmer’s Weekly survey found that 54% of UK swine herds 
experience PWD. The same survey also established that 
21% of UK producers would treat PWD with antibiotics and 
9% routinely use antibiotics in the post-weaning period.9

Figure 1: The main impact of PWD on piglet performance in affected farms9
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With increasing pressure from WHO, OIE, consumers 
and regulators to reduce the use of antibiotics on 
farm to help fight against antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR), especially in relation to medicines important 
to human health which include apramycin, 
enrofloxacin and neomycin.10,11 

This means that UK farmers may also need to find new 
ways to manage sustainable production.

That’s where vaccination can make a very real difference.

Coliprotec™ is an oral vaccine for protection against 
F4/F18 ETEC. It is proven to be effective at stimulating a 
strong, local immune response in the intestine of young 
pigs with significant benefits.12-15

Finding an effective way  
to prevent PWD
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The key benefits 
of Coliprotec™ vaccination

Promotes piglet gut health
Coliprotec™ promotes a strong local immunity in the 
intestine to protect against pathogenic E.coli infections 
and has been proven to confer the following benefits:

Decreases mortality
Coliprotec™ has been proven to reduce mortalities  
from PWD.15

Improves growth performance
Coliprotec™ vaccinated pigs can be 1 kg, or more, heavier 
than unvaccinated pigs at the end of the nursery period.1,11 
This early gain in performance can result in an extra 2 kg 
of body weight at slaughter.13

Gets pigs to market faster
Vaccinated animals reach market weight 
up to 7 days earlier.14

Reduces use of antibiotics
Close to 30% of all antibiotics used in pig production are 
administered to weaners.16 Coliprotec™ vaccinated herds 
can achieve a substantial reduction in nursery antibiotic 
treatments required by protected weaners.14 This reduces 
overall use on farm.

Prevents significant losses
Preventing PWD can save producers costs 
of up to £5 per pig.2

Figure 2: Average daily weight gains in the 
nursery for vaccinated and unvaccinated pigs12
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Coliprotec™

Elanco offers free 
E. coli diagnostic testing

To help tackle the issue of E. coli-related post 
weaning diarrhoea (PWD) in piglets, Elanco is 
offering producers free diagnostic testing to  
identify the specific bacterial strain involved  
in the infection.

Simply request a free test from your vet using the  
QR code below as soon as you observe PWD symptoms 
(PWD typically occurs in the first three weeks 
immediately after weaning).

Elanco’s free diagnostics service helps farmers, and their 
vets, to decide on the best PWD prevention strategy.

REQUEST YOUR  

FREE TEST NOW
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ColiprotecTM F4/F18 is an oral vaccine used for active immunization of pigs from 18 days of age against enterotoxigenic F4-positive and F18-positive Escherichia coli in order to reduce the 
incidence of moderate to severe post-weaning diarrhoea infected pigs and reduce the faecal shedding of enterotoxigenic F4-positive and F18-positive E. coli from infected pigs. Each dose of 
vaccine contains 1.3 x 108 to 9.0 x 108 CFU of live non-pathogenic Escherichia coli O8:K87 (F4ac) and 2.8 x 108 to 3.0 x 109 CFU of live non-pathogenic Escherichia coli O141:K94 (F18ac). Refer to 
the product packaging and leaflets for information about side effects, precautions, warnings and contraindications. Legal category  POM-V .  
Advice should be sought from the medicine prescriber prior to use. Prescription decisions are for the person issuing the prescription alone. For further information consult the product SPC.
Elanco UK AH Limited, Form 2, Bartley Way, Bartley Wood Business Park, Hook RG27 9XA. Telephone: 01256 353131 Email: elancouk@elanco.com
Coliprotec, Elanco and the diagonal color bar are trademarks of Elanco or its affiliates. 
©2026 Elanco or its affiliates. Use medicines responsibly www.noah.co.uk/responsible. Date of preparation: January 2026. PM-UK-21-0424

Protect your little piggies  
by vaccinating with  

Coliprotec™.

In line with Elanco’s long-term sustainability commitment, these Detail aids have been printed on recycled paper.
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